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On behalf of the Board of Directors, we are delighted to present Newmarket Library’s 2022  
Community Report. We hope that in this report, you will find both a sample of the many changes 
and accomplishments of 2022 and a taste of what’s to come for this important civic institution. 

First, we are extremely pleased that, together with you, the library user, we launched a  
new 2022-2025 Strategic Plan, centred on empowering our community, providing welcoming  
and accessible places and spaces, and delivering engaging and relevant services. The first new  
strategic plan in almost ten years, this plan outlines our commitment to modernizing and adapting 
the services we provide in a rapidly changing world, all while providing fun, informative, and 
innovative programs for all ages and all people.

Now and into the future, you will notice a change in the look and feel of the Library, with a new logo 
and brand identity, both of which will spill over to the physical spaces of the Library as we make it 
more welcoming, accessible and meaningful to those that visit; this is embodied in our new motto:  
‘Anything and Everywhere’. We are what you need, when you need it. 

As a focal point and cornerstone of our community that believes we can all make a difference, in 
2022, the Library worked jointly with the Newmarket Food Pantry, the Town of Newmarket and other 
local partners to host Newmarket’s Community Fridge. The Community Fridge is an initiative to help 
reduce food insecurity while continuing to ensure that the Library is welcoming and open for all  
residents and is a significant step forward in supporting and being present for our community  
in ways we previously couldn’t have imagined. 

In this 2022 Community Report, you will also see many unique and interesting opportunities and  
services that we offer our community; from the Maker Hub, where people can unlock their  
creativity using 3D printers and other leading-edge technology, to online courses for learning and 
sharing new skills and abilities, to The Lendery, which has appliances, tools, and other items you can 
borrow and use. 

As you can see, the Library of today is certainly not the Library of yesterday; it is more than just a  
collection of books. It is a catalyst and convenor of ideas and inspiration, sharing and  
collaborating, and, perhaps most importantly, community building. 

It is an exciting time for the Newmarket Library – there is much work and many partnerships to build. 
But 2022, in many ways, serves as a launching point for a new Library in Newmarket. A place to  
discover, or rediscover, a richness of experiences, opportunities and possibilities. Just as the Library 
of today is not the Library of the past, so too will the Library of the future be different. It will be a place 
to explore, create, share and learn together. So, on behalf of the Board of Directors and the amazing 
and talented staff team, we invite you to join us on this exciting journey. This is, after all, your  
Newmarket Library. 
						      Sincerely, 
						      Darryl Gray, Chair and Kelly Broome, Vice-Chair 
						      Newmarket Public Library Board of Directors
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3,952
Number of 

people who  
became 

 new library   
members

171,720
Number of 

visits to
the Library’s   

website

132,575
Number of 
in-person

visits to  
the Library

Number of 
reference 
questions  

answered by 
library staff

6,573 9,209
Number of 

people who 
experienced  

library  
programs
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A partnership of the Newmarket Food 
Pantry and the Town of Newmarket, 
the community fridge is an initiative 
to help reduce food insecurity. Since 
it opened in June 2022, the fridge has 
been widely used by people in need, 
providing access to packaged items, 
fresh produce and beverages. 

When looking for a site for the fridge, 
it was decided that the Library would 
be the best location as it serves as 
a central hub in the community at 
its location downtown at 438 Park 
Ave. The fridge is open 24/7 on a take 
what you need basis. 
 
The John’s No Frills store at Yonge 
and Davis has been restocking the 
fridge on a weekly basis, and other 
businesses have been donating as 
well. Residents are also welcome to 
contribute unopened items that have 
not reached their expiry dates. 

At a time when food costs have risen 
to unprecedented levels, the  
comunity fridge is making a huge 
contribution to the lives of many 
people in the community.   

Library Board members at the opening of the  
Community Fridge outside the Library. From  
left to right: Victor Woodhouse, Kelly Broome,  
Jane Twinney, Art Weiss, Darcy McNeill, 
 the Library’s CEO Tracy Munusami, and  
Darryl Gray. 

Library home to community fridge



370,495
Number 
of library 

items 
checked out 

in 2021 
(30% virtual)

8,633
Number of 

sessions on 
 the library’s

computer 
workstations 

486
Number of 

laptops  
borrowed 

during 2022 
 

Number of 
items 

checked 
out of  

The Lendery

1,289 290
Number  
of book  
club kits  

borrowed
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The Canadian Library is an art exhbit honouring 
missing and murdered Indigenous women and  
children. It features books wrapped in colourful  
Indigenous-inspired fabric, with the names of those 
lost printed on the spines. The stories of these  
individuals are on The Canadian Library’s website 
www.thecanadianlibrary.ca. The goal is to continue 
to cover books over time in honour of all the 
individuals lost. Bookshelves are being installed 
across the country in libraries, museums, and in 
participating businesses.	
 
“It is important to shed light on the violence faced 
by Indigenous women and children and this exhibit  
ensures that they are not forgotten and honours 
them as individuals,” says Tracy Munusami, the  
Library’s CEO. “The exhibit is there to inspire people 
to ask questions, self-educate and take action.” 
 
All nations, customs and traditions were respected 
in creating the exhibit. It brings into focus the  
violence against Indigenous women and girls that 
devastates families and communities. By doing so, 
it is hoped that it will encourage conversations that 
lead to change. 

The Canadian Library art exhibit is located 
on the main floor of the Library.  

Art exhibit honours 
Indigenous women  
and children 



What our members say about  
their library experience:
“The Library has been a pretty large part  
   of my life. “ 

“ The library is a vital part of our community.  
   Now more than ever we need a place to 
   inform,  educate and entertain.” 

“ I love using the library, as do my children.  
   It allows us to have access to books that 
   would otherwise be too expensive or just 
   take up space in our home."

“ The Library is an important part of our   
   community.    

“ I just know I would be lost without the 
   library.”

“Thank you for being there!  I don’t take the 
   library  for granted.  Wonderful resource  
   and community service.”

Our Online Library
Available 24/7, the Online Library provides library 
members with access to a wide range of digital 
content that can be streamed or downloaded to 
digital devices including: 

● eBooks   /● Audiobooks / ● Comics
 
● Streaming Movies  / ● Streaming Music 
● Magazines / ● Online Courses 
●Kids Online Library /  ●And More

Online Library at newmarketpl.ca/free
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The Lendery grows in popularity 

Have plans for work around your home, but no 
tools? Want to try something new in the kitch-
en but don’t have the appliance you need? 
Or do you want to try a new board game for 
family game night? 
 
Save money and the environment when you   
borrow something you may only use once 
from the Lendery at Newmarket Library. 

Find tools, appliances, board games, sports 
equipment and more in our ‘a library of 
things’, The Lendery. The concept is the same 
as borrowing books or media items from 
the library, only in this case you can borrow 
‘things’ that are handy for do-it-yourself  
projects, outdoor sports and more. 

 The Lendery was launched  in 2020 just as the  
pandemic hit. With the library initially closed 
to the public and uncertainties about the  
virus, the decision was made to put The  
Lendery on hold, but it was re-launched in the 
fall of 2021 and since then has proven to be 
hugely popular with the community. 

In 2022, it’s first full  year in operation, 1,289 
items were checked out from The Lendery,  
everything from a circular saw to a slow 
cooker, tennis racquets to board games, and 
much more.  

You’ll find The Lendery on the main floor of  
the Library, and you can see all the items 
available at https://bit.ly/lenderynpl

Live online tutoring for students
Brainfuse HelpNow offers live online tutoring every day from 2 to 11 p.m. 
EST. Students can communicate in real-time through the library’s  
Online Library with tutors who provide help with skills building,  
homework, and preparing for tests. A valid library card is all that’s 
required to get help for a variety of subjects, including Math, Reading, 
and Science. Brainfuse HelpNow tutoring can be accessed through the 
Online Library under eLearning https://bit.ly/nplonlinelib 
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Creativity takes shape in the 
Library’s Maker Hub
You too can become a do-it-yourself maker 
in the Library’s Maker Hub. 

Create 3D objects using two Ultimaker 3D 
printers that make prints using PLA (polylac-
tic acid), a biodegradeable material made 
from renewable resources, like corn starch. 
You can find objects to print at websites like 
Thingiverse, which has free files for everything 
from flower vases to bottle openers.  

There is also a Cricut Maker that is ideal for 
design projects using materials such as  
cardstock, fabric, paper, vinyl and more. And 
a button maker let’s you create pinback  
buttons with your own designs. 

Discover the Maker Hub and its hours of  
operation at newmarketpl.ca/makerhub 

Newmarket Library is a hub for exploration, 
community engagement and  good times

● Fine Free Borrowing    
● Study and Meeting Rooms 
● Internet and Wi-Fi access 
● Drop-in Storytimes  
   for children 
● Geneaology Resources 
● Newmarket Grows 
   Seed Library
● Room Rentals 
● Book Club Book Bags 
● And much more!

Take time to discover, or perhaps rediscover, what the library  
has to offer. Find out why Newmarket’s hidden gem is a       

place to delight, inspire and connect with others. 



Top Checkouts In 2022
The most popular books and movies/TV series  

borrowed from the Library during 2022. 

Newmarket Library 
438 Park Avenue, Newmarket ON L3Y 1W1

Phone 905-953-5110    
www.newmarketpl.ca 

Top  
Adult  
Books 

Top  
Children’s  

Books

Top  
TV Series 
& Films 




